


October 13, 1993 - Here is the letter we got today from Laura, who is at the 
Mission Training Center: 

lOL "Hola Familia, ?(upside down) Como estan uds? As you can see, after a month 
(almost') in the MTC, I am now fluent in Spanish. They want to send me to Ecuador 
right now as a senior companion--to help the natives learn their language just a 
little better ... I keep on declining the offer because w/out me, my district would 
be lost and basically nothing. �~�e�s�,� I know ... I am too giving, too kind. Too 
humble! It's hard to be as �a�w�e�s�o�~�e� as I am and still be humble', but somehow I alT. 
managing O.K. -

"Time seems to be flying by all of a sudden ••• I can't believe I've already 
been here a month. It's funny because we are now finished learning Spanish (what 
a joke!), and we are just starting on the discussions! To think that what I 
learned in 4 years in high school has been taught and crammed into one month here--
it is �a�m�a�z�i�n�g�~� . 

"I met this great girl this weeki. She is also from NY and NJ. Her name i . 
Susan Blattberg or Hermana Blattberg. She's from Manhattan & Toms River--he: 
father is Jewish--her parents are divorced-i-her sister is inactive, and she �h�a �~� 
been inactive until fairly recently! She's going Spanish-speaking San Diego 
Anyway, she reminds me a lot of people I knew in the East. Her companion wen­
home, so my comp and I have been going everywhere w/her. It's been fun. 

"I'm enjoying my district--they're a lot of fun. We do a lot of laughin< 
during the day ... you have to when you are in one classroom for about 10 1/2 hr! 
each day w/ all the same people. 

"Kids, I am really cold in here a lot--Feel free to send me a neutral sweateJ 
or a jacket that'll warm me up so I don't die! It would be such a pity for me t c 
die. I should've kept that jacket you sent--I swear Mom--it said dry clean only--­
qidn't see any tag that said 'Machine Wash.' Who knows! [Today I sent her anothe] 
raincoat and two sweaters--we don't want her to die--by the way, Betsy and Karen 
do you know there's this mail station by Ernst in Orem called Mail Right, whic) 
takes any size box to the MTC--carefully delivered by car the same day--ior onl. 
$2? The last time I was in there, �K�a�~�h�r�y�n� Bartholomew was in there, mailing i 

package for Janet!] Back to Laura: "I am �r�e�~�l�i�z�i�n�g� now, though, that I do �p�r�o�b�a�b�l �~� 
need a long raincoat that can fully repel tons of rain & has a hood & I'll nee 
pull-on boots that are capable of handling mud--but I'll worry about these thing 
later. 

"I'm sad because Bobothy is leaving -today at 8:15 a.m.--that's in about �2 �~� 

minutes! Can you believe I am writing this in the 7' 8? Hello, over-achiever, nicE 
to meet you! [For those of you who don't know, Bob is the non-Mormon she befriended 
as a freshman, who has since joined the Ghurch and is now at the MTC going tc 
Argentina--she went to San Diego to participate in his mission farewell--they are 
just very dear friends--nothing romantic--but it has been fun for her to see him 
often there at the MTC.] 

"Have you guys watched 'On the Way Home'--a church video--here in the MTC you 
can buy all the church videos for about $3 each. Pretty good. A lot of the videos 
are really cheezy, but they are fairly good! 

"Well, parents & Dan, my little doll of a brother ••• things here are going 
well ... I'm happy--getting more excited to go to Ecuador, realizing that I'm going 
to be quite the clueless American who can't speak un palebra de espanol [or 
something like that]. 

"Yesterday we tried to teach part of the 1st discussion in Spanish ... rouy 
funny! It's going to be tough to learn Spanish, understand the people & teach thE 
gospel--that's why I hope I feel a lot of love for those I am w/ because that' 
about all the communication there will be! Hopefully they'll sense caring ... 

"Compliments of an elder in my district--Elder Winward: 'I gave my cat a batt 
the other day. You're not supposed to give cats baths because they don't li kt 
water, but the cat was really dirty. So, I said 'What the heck.' I had fun. Th 
cat had fun. The fur would stick to my tongue, but other than that, it was fin e . ' 
Ha-ha. 

"Well, please keep up the letters. I live for your letters--they mean so roue! 
to me! Packages are a wonderful thing here! No, of course that's not a hint! 
love the color yellow (lemon bars) and could use a flashlight along w/money for t J 
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